
of life,” Lynn Johnston, 
the author of the 
comic strip For Better 
or for Worse, once 
said. “It can repair 
just about anything.” 
A sincere apology can 
mend differences and 
strengthen relationships. 
The sooner your family 
learns this, the better.

>> Share your feelings.  
Most of the time we get 
into disagreements, 
because people around 
us don’t understand 
what we need from 
them, knowing how 
to express your needs 
is a very important 
part of sustaining 
healthy relationships. 
Encourage your 
children to share their 
feelings. Let your 
children know it is all 
right for them to need 
alone time when they 
are having a bad day.

>> Be nice. There is 
no excuse for rudeness.  
Everyone should always 
be courteous and polite 
no matter what they 
are going through. We 
have all been careless or 
thoughtless at times, but 
we should always strive 
to be caring and kind 
towards others.

The world isn’t always 
a warm friendly place, 
but your home should 
always be a peaceful 
place where everyone 
can feel safe and loved. 

 Maria Luisa 
Salcines is a freelance 

writer, and certifi ed par-
ent educator with The

International Network for 
Children and Families in 

Redirecting Children’s Be-
havior and Redirecting for
a Cooperative Classroom. 

Follow her on Twitter @
PowerOfFamily or contact 

her at her Web site at 
www.redirectingchildren-

rgv.org. 

Prince of Darkness, “you 
want easy wealth.”

Florencio nodded, 
a little nervous but 
quivering with greed.  
“Yes.”

“Excellent. I’ll make 
you one of the wealthiest 
landowners along the 
Río Grande. You will be 
powerful, revered by 
many men. But I have 
two conditions.” Here the 
Devil leaned in close and 
whispered in Florencio’s 
ear.  “At the end of your 
life, your soul will be mine. 
And you will never, ever, 
have a child.”  

Florencio gulped as the 
Devil smiled and stepped 
away.  

“So, Florencio. Do we 
have a bargain?”

Though he was more 
frightened than ever, the 
bookkeeper agreed.

From that day, life 
changed for Florencio. 
Don Antonio confi ded 
in him more and more, 
regarding him as a 
better business partner 
than his own sons. The 
youngest Cano daughter, 
Sostenes, blossomed into 
womanhood, and Don 
Antonio permitted the 
much older Florencio 
to court her. Upon his 
deathbed, the old man 
gave his blessing for their 
marriage.

Sostenes inherited a 
large tract of land that 

the newlyweds dubbed 
Toluca Ranch. Florencio 
established a mercantile 
store, and soon he was 
widely respected for his 
level-headed business 
sense. By 1882, he had 
become an Hidalgo county 
commissioner, rubbing 
elbows with the powerful. 
But try as they might, the 
Sostenes could not seem 
to get pregnant. She was 
devastated. 

Florencio was 
wracked by guilt, bitterly 
remembering his pact with 
the Dark One. So when 
tragedy left their niece 
Manuela an orphan, he 
agreed without hesitation 
to adopt her.

As the years passed 
and Manuela grew into a 
beautiful young woman, 
Florencio regretted the 
deal that he had made. 
Having found a loophole 
for one of the conditions, 
he searched for a way to 
snatch his soul from the 
Devil’s grasp. 

Inspired by the digging 
of a well that produced 
bountiful sweet water, 
the landowner invited the 
local diocese to build a 
church on his ranch.  The 
Church of St. Joseph the 
Worker was a lovely little 
building, and for many 
years Florencio sought 
divine intervention, 
salvation for his bartered 
spirit.

There was no slackening 
of his greed for wealth or 
power, sadly. He continued 

to buy up property, 
establish multiple 
businesses, serve the 
Tejano political machine. 

When the Mexican 
Revolution erupted and 
the sediciosos, Texas 
Mexicans longing for 
independence, began 
attacking men they 
believed were complicit 
in keeping their people 
down, Florencio Sáenz was 
one of their targets. Even 
as the lively 79-year-old 
joined the cause of Texas 
Anglos, naming suspected 
rebels, Florencio found 
himself under attack. 

His workers fl ed. The 
fi elds lay untended. The 
cattle began to die. By the 
end of 1915, Florencio 
was forced to shut down 
the ranch operations 
and move his family to 
Mercedes, where he spent 
the fi nal decade of his life 
in relative anonymity and 
daily prayer.

In 1927, at the age of 91, 
Florencio felt Death sidle 
close. He knew the end of 
his long, hard-bought life 
was upon him. 

“Take me to the chapel,” 
he told his son-in-law 
Amador. 

The family loaded his 
now frail form into a 
motorcar and drove him 
out to his beloved ranch, 
long fallen into disrepair. 
They carried him inside 
the church, settling him 
upon a cot near the 
altar. Looking up at the 
painted sailcloth ceiling, 

arching high like a vaulted 
cathedral, he pondered 
his life, unsure at the end 
whether his bargain had 
been worth his soul. 

Florencio gripped 
his wife’s hand as the 
light began to fade. His 
daughter’s lips brushed 
his forehead. He heard 
distant sobs for a moment, 
and then his soul was free, 
drifting down the aisle and 
through the tall, narrow 
doors.

Outside waited, not 
the debonair gentlemen, 
but a mass of darkness 
in which roiled agonized 
forms — the sorrowful 
shapes of men and women 
Florencio’s greed had 
destroyed.  

Without a sound, a 
tendril emerged from the 
impossible black, coiling 
round his meager spirit. 
Stripped of all possessions 
and power, Florencio was 
dragged into the void. 
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MISSIONAPPLAUSE Garden Club 
gathers monthly

The McAllen-Mission 
Garden Club invites the 
public to join them at 
9:30 a.m. the second 
Wednesday of the month. 
Meetings are usually at 
the Mission Historical 
Museum, although some 
are at public or private 
gardens.  For information, 
call Donna at (956) 668-
7510. Meetings run from 
through May. 

McAllen Oldtimers 
Club meeting

The McAllen Oldtimers 
Club will host a meeting 
at noon on Oct. 10 
at The Salvation Army 
Center, 1600 N. 23rd St. 
in McAllen. Guests and 
friends are invited. The 
luncheon will be held in 
the Malcom Welch Dining 
Hall with a buffet that 
includes salad, choice 
of one or two meats, 
vegetables, dessert and 
tea or coffee for $10. They 
will be honoring McAllen 
High School for classes 
2014, 2004, 1994, 
1984, 1974, 1964, 
1954, 1944, 1934, 1924 
and 1914. 

Educators for 
Christ meeting

Educators for Christ will 
hold their monthly meeting 
on Oct. 5 at the south 
Tony Roma’s in McAllen 
beginning at 2 p.m. in the 
back dining area. Those 
attending pay their own 
meal. These meetings 
are open to all educators 
who profess Christ as their 
personal Lord & Savior, 
“United in one Faith.” 
Educators who are actively 
working as well as retirees 
are welcome to come 
and be inspired and leave 
equipped to uplift your 
students and co-workers. 
For more information, call 
(956) 369-4497.

Events at Upper 
Valley Art League

Upper Valley Art League 
is holding their Winney 
Artist night out on 
Oct. 26 at 7 p.m. at 
UVAL, located at 921 E. 
12th St. Art supplies are 
furnished and you will 
go home with a painting. 
Bring your beverage and 
fi nger food and enjoy your 
night out. Fee is $35 
dollars pay in advance 
or pay when you attend. 
UVAL is also sponsoring 
an auction of 10 to 
11 pieces of Art donated 
by Juan Seanz. All 
proceeds will be used for 
scholarships at UTPA and 
STC. Refreshments will be 
served from 7 to 9 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(956) 583-2787.

New STEM 
program offered

The City of Mission 
and the Boys & Girls Club 
of Mission are proud to 
introduce a New Pilot 
Program in STEM Education 
that will be offered through 
three different Camps 
and will be hosted at 
their facility during the 
month of Oct. The club in 
collaboration with LEAP 
Forward Institute of Mission 
and McAllen ELKS Lodge 
#1402 of McAllen will 
be hosting three sessions 
of STEM Camps that 
will seamlessly integrate 
science, technology, 
engineering, and math with 
fun, innovative, and hands 
on activities for students 
within the ages of 5-12 
years. Three simultaneous 
activities will be offered 
each day by Engineers and 
Educators for the following 
age groups: 5-6 years old 
with a fee of $15 for each 
session, 7-9 years old 
with a fee of $20 for each 
session, and 10-12 years 
old with a fee of $25 for 
each session. Session III 
will take place on Oct. 5 
from 9 a.m. to noon. If you 
would like more information 
about this topic, contact 
Norma Lopez, program 
coordinator, at (956) 585-
3606 or email at nlopez@
missiontexas.us.

Friends for Hope 
Charity scheduled

The 9th Annual Friends for 
Hope Charity Event will take 
place on Nov. 9 at the Las 
Palmas Racepark on Taylor 
Road.  This year’s featured 
guests will be the legendary 
Robert Earl Keen and 
Bellamy Brothers. Friends for 
Hope is an organization of 
adults in the RGV dedicated 
to helping local children 
suffering from cancer. The 
mission of Friends of Hope is 
to raise funds for the Vannie 
E. Cook, Jr. Children’s 
Cancer & Hematology 
Clinic in McAllen, to provide 
volunteers to support 
the clinic staff, and to 
help create community 
awareness about the clinic 
and the needs of the young 
patients that it serves. 
VIP Tables of 10 start at 
$1,500 and individual 
tickets are available at 
$100 for this private show 
and include dinner, drinks, 
and access to fabulous 
live and silent auctions. 
For more information, 
sponsorship opportunities, 
or to purchase tickets visit  
www.friendsforhope.com, 
www.laspalmasracepark.
com, Cavendars Western 
Outfi tters or call  (956) 686-
5525. Net proceeds from 
all events support our local 
children and their families 
who are struggling with 
childhood cancer.
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For the eighth year in a 
row, Mission Jr. High School 
(MJH) theater students 
have earned fi rst place 
at the district UIL one 
act play competition. The 
students performed The 

Servant of Two Masters, by 
Carlo Goldoni, adapted by 
Jeffrey Hatcher and Paolo 
Emilio. Cast members Isaac 
Martinez, Judy Villarreal and 
Dania Rodriguez won All Star 
Acting Awards. Cast members 
Isabella Gutierrez, Erick De 
Los Reyes and Gabriela Alaniz 
won Honorable Mention 
Acting Awards. The MJH 
one act play cast and crew 
included: Gabriela Alaniz, 
Isaac Martinez, Dania 
Rodriguez, Xavian Flores, 
Judy Villarreal, Erick De Los 
Reyes, Serina Garcia, Izabella 
Gutierrez, Eduardo Alejos, 
Miranda Davis, Aileen Ybarra, 

Ariana Peña, Jorge “Andres” 
Rodriguez, Neveah Cantu, 
Sandra Vega, Dara San 

Martin, Mia Lerma, Andrea 
Martinez, Carlos Rebollar, 
Ivan Garcia, Deyla Rodriguez, 

Ana Laura Garcia, 
Sammy Buentello and 
Sebastian Trejo.

Name: 
Daniela 
Chavez

School: 
Juarez-
Lincoln High 
School

Extracurricular Activities/
Hobbies: Valedictorian 
Class of 2014, basketball 
varsity, National Honor 
Society, senior class and 
DECA.

Age: 17

Grade: 12th

Parents’ Names: Maria G. 
& Jaime Chavez

What kind of facilities, 
educational or 
recreational, does your 
city need? My city needs a 
myriad of educational and 

recreational facilities that 
can help the community 
grow to become a better 
city. We need more 
museums, libraries and 
educational facilities, 
for I fear our community 
is not well educated. I 
live in a rural part of the 
Valley and there are not 
a lot of libraries, parks, or 
museums that people can 
go to. I think that if they 
build more educational 
and recreational facilities 
our community will benefi t 
from it. 

In 10 years, can you 
imagine yourself living 
and working in the Rio 
Grande Valley? Why or 
why not? Do you think 
the Valley is a good 
place to raise a family? 
I was born in Mexico but 
moved to the RGV when 
I was 7 years. Although 

the RGV has imbued me 
with the opportunities, 
I do not imagine myself 
living and working here 
when I grow up. I plan 
to enroll in UT Austin, so 
when I graduate I would 
like to live there. I believe 
the Valley is a great place 
to raise a family, for the 
environment is rural and 
peaceful. The Valley 
is a great place to live 
especially for anybody that 
has a Latino heritage. 

What pressures do 
teenagers of today 
face and how can 
you overcome them? 
Teenagers are faced with 
the temptations of drugs, 
gangs, alcohol, among 
many others. I believe 
that teenagers choose 
their own path. I have 
always been exposed to 
these temptations, yet I’ve 

never done any. Teenagers 
have the power to say no 
and build their own future. 
I’m glad I choose the right 
path because now I am 
valedictorian of my class. 

What have you 
contributed to your 
community? What 
effect has it had? I have 
participated in a lot of 
community service projects 
to help my community. I 
am part of NHS, so we 
are always involved in any 
project our community 
has. I have worked with 
“Helping Hands” to help in 
the marathons. I cleaned 
up South Padre Island 
and worked in the soup 
kitchen to feed the poor. 
I always help in the UIL 
competitions that our 
district hosts. I love helping 
my community and helping 
to make it beautiful. 

MJH one act play 
earns fi rst place
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Retired Teachers 
host meetings

The Palm Valley 
Association of Retired 
School Personnel, a local 
unit of Texas Retired 
Teachers Association, 
will meet on Oct. 14 at 

10:30 a.m. at Balli’s 
Social Event Center, 
located at 1620 E. Griffin 
Pkwy. in Mission. Maria 
Garza, TRTA District I 
president, will be the 
guest speaker. Come hear 
Garza speak and discover 

what is happening in our 
area while mingling with 
former teacher friends 
and acquaintances. Lunch 
is $12 and reservations 
must be made by 
Oct. 8 by calling (956) 
369-2944. 

Class of ’79 to 
hold reunion

The Mission High School 
Class of 1979 will be having 
its 35 year reunion, Oct. 31-
Nov. 2. Classmates, follow 
us on Facebook: Mission 
High School Class of 79 site.


